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SUBJECT: EC/EFTA ORIGIN RULES: SEWING MACHINES 
REF: (A) STATE 54245, (B) BONN 4609 

A RESPONSIBLE COMMISSION OFFICIAL INDICATES THAT GERMAN 
INITIATIVE ON DOMESTIC SEWING MACHINES INVOLVES MOSTLY A 
QUESTION OF TRANSLATION, NOT OF LIBERALIZATION OF 
ORIGIN RULES. GERMAN TEXT OF COMMUNITY REGULATIONS APPARENTLY 
IMPLIED THAT NOT ONLY ZIG-ZAG MECHANISM BUT ALSO ELECTRONIC 
CONTROLS AND MOTORS ALSO NEEDED TO BE ORIGINATING. TEXTS IN 
OTHER COMMUNITY LANGUAGES WERE WORDED SO THAT QUESTION OF 
ORIGIN OF MOTORS AND CONTROLS WAS NOT POSED. CURRENT SITUATION 
IS THAT COMMISSION HAS SUGGESTED GERMANS RE-WRITE GERMAN 
TEXT AND REPORT BACK AT THE NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING AT THE 
END OF JUNE TO SEE WHETHER THEY CONTINUE TO HAVE A PROBLEM 
ON THIS QUESTION FOR DOMESTIC SEWING MACHINES. IT IS UNCLEAR 
TO US HERE WHETHER QUESTION IS AS TECHNICAL AS COMMISSION HAS 
DESCRIBED IT OR WHETHER THE GERMANS ARE TRYING TO 
INTRODUCE SOME LIBERALIZING ELEMENT THROUGH 
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